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The exhibition ran from February 19 to May
15, 2010. It was an overview of Baroque
churches found in Italy, Czech Republic,
Mexico, Austria and the United States. The
venue was a place once mocked by an art
critic for off sync sight-lines, cheap parquet
floors, and small fussy spaces. It was the
Sheldon Gallery.
Included in the exhibition were more than
thirty five photographs from the book “The
Jesuit Influence on Baroque Architecture”.
The book was by Father McNamee. The
exhibition was in his memory. Father McNamee died in 2007. He was ninety-eight.
When he died Father McNamee was completing his survey of Baroque church architecture.
Father McNamee and those Catholic boys
were on to something. But the exhibition
missed it. It’s not found in pictures of big
relics. It’s off in the staging notes, in the
margins. It lies somewhere in the tableaus
that mark passage. It’s out there on the set
that blends our tools and ourselves.

Patrick Geddes was a message Huxley and Darwin
sent to the f
ied in 1932; the same year
Aldous Huxl
d “Brave New World” - another dispatc
left us a tool chest packed
with maps.
aps to build platforms that
glimpse, pee
ssess what is coming, and
maybe humanize this new place.
”

Patrick Geddes read Brave New World shortly
before he died. The author Aldous Huxley was
the grandson of his teacher T. H. Huxley.
Brave New World tells a story of an automated post-human tomorrow. It’s a dark myth.
Huxley traces an approaching dystopia to the
assembly-line titan, Henry Ford. Huxley was
not alone in his fear of what Ford wrought.
The three brothers who organized Mr. Ford’s
workers were alert to what might come.
Walter, Victor and Roy Reuther founded the
United Auto Workers. Within that union they
created the UAW Education and Citizenship
Department to hack into the program to come.
It is what Walter Reuther called “this is our
trouble”. The Reuther brothers hired the
author’s father Samuel to help do it, and they
sent him where McLuhan’s posse set off.
Eventually I followed.
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